Role of apomorphine in the treatment of Parkinson's disease.
Current research shows that apomorphine is an effective treatment for symptoms of Parkinson's Disease (PD). The highly lipophilic structure allows apomorphine to cross cell membranes rapidly, leading to the rapid onset of action for on/off symptoms of PD. The use of apomorphine was limited in the past due to peripheral side effects, but with the advent of better delivery systems and medications to control side effects, apomorphine is better tolerated and more widely in use. The major delivery systems are continuous subcutaneous infusions and intermittent subcutaneous injections, but other delivery routes are under investigation. The purpose of this article is to discuss the current use of apomorphine, the current delivery systems and to discuss future research.